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** It is the more necessary as so many office people like
Mr. Chamberlain, Sir C. Dilke and Mr. Mundella and
others, themselves very guilty of such proceedings, may not
be aware of the necessity of checking such questions or of
how to answer."
Gladstone, however, replied with exquisite
subtlety:
** Undoubtedly . *. there has grown up, within the last
quarter of a century, a most urgent tendency in Parliament
to invade the office of the Executive Government, which
invests it with the sole initiative in the matter of public
charge. This tendency has been manifest in all sections of
political party, but it has been beyond doubt, as Mr * Glad-
stone thinks, especially observable in what is termed the
landed interest and in the Officers of the Army.   It has
brought about a large increase of the public expenditure;
which setting aside the public debt, as matter of obligation
and not of choice, is more than double now what it was
thirty years ago: large portions of the increase being
indubitably legitimate, or even necessary, but other portions
representing the power of the interests of class, rather thqn
the urgency of public wants. This tendency weakens the
Government and lowers greatly the sense of responsibility
in the House of Commons. . . . On this very evening,
however, the first motion, by Earl Percy, aimed at dis-
turbing anew the Abolition of Purchase (Commissions in the
Army), to the prejudice of the nation j and the second by
Mr. Leighton at the further lightening of the liabilities
of the ratepayer, by a transfer of charge to the Exchequer ;
which certainly means in a greater or less degree casting
upon labour burdens hitherto borne by property."
Thus Gladstone with immense cleverness suc-
ceeded in agreeing with the Queen in a sense
contrary to what she had inteodfecL And his
ability to produce arguments more suitable to an
Oxford Essay Society than to the royal boudoir